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(57) ABSTRACT

A wireless IC device includes a substantially rectangular
parallelepiped dielectric body, a metal pattern that is provided
on the surface of the dielectric body via a film and functions
as a radiator, and a wireless IC element coupled to feeding
portions of the metal pattern. The dielectric body has a lami-
nated structure including a folded flexible dielectric layer.
Surfaces of the dielectric layer which face each other after the
dielectric layer has been folded are non-bonded surfaces.
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1
WIRELESS IC DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to wireless IC devices and,
more particularly, to a wireless IC device for use in a Radio
Frequency Identification (RFID) system.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, as information management systems for
products, RFID systems have been used in which transmis-
sion of predetermined information is performed in a non-
contact manner between a reader/writer which generates an
induction field and an RFID tag (hereinafter also referred to as
a wireless IC device) attached to a product. The RFID tag
includes a wireless IC chip which stores predetermined infor-
mation and processes a predetermined radio signal and an
antenna (radiator) arranged to transmit/receive a high-fre-
quency signal, and is attached to various management target
products (or packages of these products).

Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2007-272264 discloses this type of RFID tag obtained by
forming a loop antenna on an insulating film, disposing a
wireless IC chip on a portion of the loop antenna, and wrap-
ping the insulating film around a dielectric member.

Products to which such RFID tags are attached have vari-
ous shapes. For example, a gas cylinder has a curved surface,
and it is required that an RFID tag can also be attached to the
curved surface. When the RFID tag disclosed in Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2007-
272264 includes a dielectric member made of a material such
as silicon, the RFID tag can be attached to a curved surface.
However, if an RFID tag is attached to a curved surface using
only the flexibility of a material, stress concentration may
occur between a dielectric member and a loop antenna when
the dielectric member is bent. As a result, the loop antenna
may be detached from the dielectric member, or a crack may
be produced at the dielectric member. Alternatively, the loop
antenna may be distorted, a communication characteristic
may be changed, and communication reliability may be
reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To overcome the problems described above, preferred
embodiments of the present invention provide a wireless IC
device capable of preventing detachment of a radiator from a
body and preventing a change in a communication character-
istic even if the wireless IC device is attached to a curved
surface.

A wireless IC device according to a preferred embodiment
of'the present invention preferably includes a dielectric body
including an upper surface and a lower surface, a radiator
provided on a surface of the dielectric body, and a wireless IC
element coupled to a feeding portion of the radiator. The
radiator is preferably a metal pattern that is flexible, for
example. The dielectric body preferably has a laminated
structure including a plurality of dielectric layers that are
flexible, and adjacent ones of the plurality of dielectric layers
in a lamination direction preferably include non-bonded sur-
faces.

A wireless IC device according to another preferred
embodiment of the present invention preferably includes a
dielectric body including an upper surface and a lower sur-
face, a radiator provided on a surface of the dielectric body, a
wireless IC element coupled to a feeding portion of the radia-
tor, and a protection member arranged to cover the dielectric
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body, the radiator, and the wireless IC element. The radiator is
preferably a metal pattern that is flexible. The dielectric body
preferably has a laminated structure including a plurality of
dielectric layers that are flexible, and adjacent ones of the
plurality of dielectric layers in a lamination direction prefer-
ably include non-bonded surfaces. Preferably, the dielectric
body is covered by the protection member, is sealed by a film,
and is attached to a surface of a metal body via the film.

In the wireless IC device, preferably, the radiator is a metal
pattern that is flexible, the dielectric body includes a plurality
of laminated dielectric layers that are flexible, and these
dielectric layers include non-bonded surfaces. Accordingly,
even if the wireless IC device is attached to the curved surface
of'a product (metal body), the dielectric body and the radiator
follow the curved surface and stress concentration between
the dielectric body and the radiator does not occur. As aresult,
a change in a communication characteristic caused by the
detachment of the radiator from the dielectric body and the
distortion of the radiator is prevented, and communication
reliability is not reduced. By attaching the wireless IC device
to the metal body, the metal body functions as a radiating
element and a communication distance is increased.

According to preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion, it is possible to prevent detachment of a radiator from a
body and prevent a change in a communication characteristic
even if a wireless IC device is attached to a curved surface.

The above and other elements, features, steps, characteris-
tics and advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description of the pre-
ferred embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a perspective view of a dielectric body in a
wireless IC device according to a first preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 1B is a perspective view of the folded dielectric body.

FIG. 1C is a cross-sectional view of the folded dielectric
body.

FIG. 1D is a perspective view of the wireless IC device in
which a wireless IC element disposed on a radiator on the
dielectric body.

FIG. 2A is a cross-sectional view illustrating a wireless IC
device according to the first preferred embodiment of the
present invention and a product to which the wireless IC
device is to be attached.

FIG. 2B is a cross-sectional view of the wireless IC device
attached to the product.

FIG. 3A is a perspective view of a dielectric body in a
wireless IC device according to a second preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 3B is a perspective view of the folded dielectric body.

FIG. 3C is a cross-sectional view of the folded dielectric
body.

FIG. 4A is a perspective view of a dielectric body in a
wireless IC device according to a third preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 4B is a perspective view of the dielectric body having
a laminated structure.

FIG. 4C is a perspective view illustrating the dielectric
body and a metal pattern to be wound around the dielectric
body.

FIG. 4D is a perspective view of the wireless IC device in
which the metal pattern is wound around the dielectric body.

FIG. 5A is a perspective view of a dielectric body in a
wireless IC device according to a fourth preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention.
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FIG. 5B is a perspective view of the folded dielectric body.

FIG. 5C is a cross-sectional view of the folded dielectric
body.

FIG. 5D is a perspective view of the wireless IC device in
which a wireless IC element is disposed on a radiator on the
dielectric body.

FIG. 6A is a perspective view of a dielectric body in a
wireless IC device according to a fifth preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 6B is a perspective view of the folded dielectric body.

FIG. 6C is a cross-sectional view of the folded dielectric
body.

FIG. 6D is a perspective view of the wireless IC device in
which a wireless IC element is disposed on a radiator on the
dielectric body.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of a wireless IC device
according to a sixth preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view of a wireless IC device
according to a seventh preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a wireless IC chip.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a feeding circuit board
including the wireless IC chip thereon.

FIG. 11 is an equivalent circuit diagram illustrating an
example of a feeding circuit.

FIG. 12 is a plan view illustrating a laminated structure of
the feeding circuit board.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A wireless IC device according to preferred embodiments
of the present invention will be described below with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings. In the drawings, the
same reference numeral is used to represent the same com-
ponent or the same portion so as to avoid repeated explana-
tion.

First Preferred Embodiment

A wireless IC device 10A according to the first preferred
embodiment of the present invention is preferably used for
communication in a UHF band, and preferably includes a
substantially rectangular parallelepiped dielectric body 20, a
metal pattern 30 defining a radiator, a flexible resin film 38 on
which the metal pattern 30 is provided, and a wireless IC
element 50 as illustrated in FIGS. 1A to 1D.

The dielectric body 20 preferably includes a dielectric
layer 21 made of a fluorocarbon resin or a urethane resin, for
example. The dielectric layer 21 may also be an insulating
magnetic substance, for example. As illustrated in FIG. 1A,
the dielectric body 20 is preferably a single long strip. The
dielectric layer 21 is flexible in the thickness direction
thereof. The metal pattern 30 is preferably made of a conduc-
tive material such as a copper foil or an aluminum foil, for
example, that is flexible, and is attached to the flexible resin
film 38 via an adhesive. The flexible resin film 38 may pref-
erably be a double-sided tape, for example.

The flexible resin film 38 on which the metal pattern 30 is
provided is attached to the upper surface of the dielectric layer
21, and the dielectric layer 21 is folded along a substantially
center line (a line X1) so that a first half and a second half of
the lower surface of the dielectric layer 21 face each other
(see, FIGS. 1A and 1B). As a result, the dielectric body 20
preferably having a laminated structure and a substantially
rectangular parallelepiped shape is obtained. The metal pat-
tern 30 extends from an upper surface to a lower surface
through a side surface of the dielectric body 20, and includes
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an upper electrode 31, a side electrode 32, and a lower elec-
trode 33 (see, FIG. 1C). One end portion of the folded dielec-
tric body 20 is preferably a bonded portion 22. The first half
and the second half of the lower surface of the dielectric body
20 facing each other are preferably non-bonded surfaces 23
and can slide relative to one another. In order to prevent
opening of the dielectric layer 21 and the inhibition of sliding
performance to be described later when the dielectric body 20
is bent, the non-bonded surfaces 23 may be partially bonded.

Preferably, an opening 34 and a slit 35 are provided in the
upper electrode 31, and the wireless IC element 50 is disposed
at feeding portions 35a and 355 opposite the slit 35 (see, FIG.
1D). The wireless IC element 50 arranged to process a high-
frequency signal will be described in detail later with refer-
ence to FIGS. 9 to 12. Preferably, a coupling between the
wireless IC element 50 and the feeding portions 35 and 355
is achieved by electromagnetic field coupling or directly elec-
trical coupling using solder bumps, for example.

In the wireless IC device 10A having the above-described
configuration, when a predetermined high-frequency signal
is transmitted from the wireless IC element 50 to the feeding
portions 35a and 355, current is concentrated around the
opening 34. This current-concentrating portion functions as a
loop magnetic field electrode having a predetermined length,
and has a predetermined potential difference with respect to
the feeding portions 35a and 355. The predetermined poten-
tial difference of the loop magnetic field electrode is trans-
mitted to the upper electrode 31. As a result, the upper elec-
trode 31 has a potential difference with respect to the lower
electrode 33 and operates as a patch antenna. Thus, a signal
characteristic, for example, a wide-band frequency character-
istic, supplied from the feeding portions 35a and 3556 can be
externally transmitted via the metal pattern 30. Where the
metal pattern 30 externally receives a high-frequency signal,
a current is similarly induced around the opening 34 and
power is supplied from the feeding portions 35a and 355 to
the wireless IC element 50. In this case, the loop magnetic
field electrode performs impedance matching between the
wireless IC element 50 and the metal pattern 30.

Since an electromagnetic field radiated from the metal
pattern 30 is relatively weak, only short-distance communi-
cation can be established. As illustrated in FIG. 2B, when the
wireless IC device 10A is attached to a metal body 40 via an
adhesive layer 41, the metal pattern 30 (the lower electrode
33) is capacitively coupled to the metal body 40 and the metal
body 40 radiates a strong electromagnetic field from a surface
thereof. In this case, the wireless IC device 10A can commu-
nicate with a reader/writer that is spaced apart from the wire-
less IC device 10A. A capacitor formed between the metal
pattern 30 and the metal body 40 may be infinite. That is, the
lower electrode 33 may be directly electrically connected to
the metal body 40.

In the wireless IC device 10A, preferably, a radiator is
defined by the metal pattern 30 that is flexible, and the dielec-
tric body 20 is obtained by folding the dielectric layer 21 that
is flexible and includes the non-bonded surfaces 23. Accord-
ingly, even if the wireless IC device 10A is attached to the
curved surface of the metal body 40 (for example, a gas
cylinder), the dielectric body 20 and the metal pattern 30
follow the curved surface and the occurrence of stress con-
centration between the dielectric body 20 and the metal pat-
tern 30 is prevented. As a result, a change in a communication
characteristic caused by a detachment or distortion of the
metal pattern 30 is prevented and communication reliability is
not reduced.

In the first preferred embodiment, the width of the metal
pattern 30 is preferably less than that of the dielectric body 20.
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That is, the metal pattern 30 is preferably disposed inside
ridge portions 20a and 205 of the dielectric body 20 (see, F1G.
1B). Therefore, the metal pattern 30 is prevented from being
detached from the side surface of the dielectric body 20.

By disposing the metal pattern 30 on the flexible resin film
38 in advance, the wireless IC element 50 can preferably be
disposed at the metal pattern 30 before the metal pattern 30 is
attached to the dielectric body 20. This is an advantage in
manufacturing a wireless IC device. The opening 34 and the
slit 35 may not be provided in the upper electrode 31 of the
metal pattern 30, and the upper electrode 31 may preferably
be divided into two portions so as to obtain feeding portions
and the feeding portions may be connected to the wireless IC
element 50.

Second Preferred Embodiment

Asillustrated in FIG. 3A, a wireless 1C device 10B accord-
ing to the second preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion is preferably obtained by arranging two dielectric layers
21 with a distance 24 therebetween and disposing the metal
pattern 30 on the dielectric layers 21 via the flexible resin film
38. By folding the flexible resin film 38 and the metal pattern
30 along an approximate center line (the line X1), the dielec-
tric layers 21 face each other and the multilayer dielectric
body 20 is obtained (see, FIG. 3B).

In the second preferred embodiment, adjacent surfaces of
the dielectric layers 21 in the lamination direction preferably
define the non-bonded surfaces 23. The upper electrode 31
and the lower electrode 33 of the metal pattern 30 are prefer-
ably bonded to the upper surface and the lower surface of the
dielectric body 20, respectively, via the flexible resin film 38.
The side electrode 32 of the metal pattern 30 is preferably not
bonded, and a gap 25 is provided (see, FIG. 3C). That is, the
distance 24 illustrated in FIG. 3A is preferably greater than
the total of thicknesses of the dielectric layers 21. When the
dielectric layers 21 are folded along a line, the gap 25 is
therefore provided at the line. Accordingly, when the wireless
IC device 10B is attached to the curved surface of the metal
body 40 and then the dielectric body 20 is bent, the gap 25
becomes slightly smaller. That is, the gap 25 absorbs tensile
stress applied to the side electrode 32 when the dielectric
body and the metal pattern 30 are bent. Only one of the upper
electrode 31 and the lower electrode 33 may be bonded to the
dielectric body 20.

Except for the above-described points, the configuration
and operational effect according to the second preferred
embodiment are substantially the same as those according to
the first preferred embodiment. In the second preferred
embodiment, in the dielectric body 20, the entire surfaces of
the laminated dielectric layers 21 are preferably defined by
non-bonded surfaces 23. However, one end portions of the
dielectric layers 21 may be bonded.

Third Preferred Embodiment

The dielectric body 20 in a wireless IC device 10C accord-
ing to the third preferred embodiment of the present invention
is preferably obtained by laminating three dielectric layers
21, for example (see, FIGS. 4A and 4B). Here, surfaces of the
three dielectric layers 21 facing each other preferably define
the non-bonded surfaces 23. Preferably, by winding the flex-
ible resin film 38 holding the metal pattern 30 around the
dielectric body 20 from the upper surface to the lower surface
via a side surface of the dielectric body 20 and disposing the
wireless IC element 50 on the feeding portions 35a and 355,
the wireless IC device 10C is obtained.

Except for the above-described points, the configuration
and operational effect according to the third preferred
embodiment are substantially the same as those according to
the first preferred embodiment. In particular, when the num-
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ber of the non-bonded surfaces 23 is increased as described in
the third preferred embodiment, the dielectric body can be
easily bent even if the thickness of the dielectric body 20 is not
changed.

Fourth Preferred Embodiment

In a wireless IC device 10D according to the fourth pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention, preferably, the
opening 34 and the slit 35 of the metal pattern 30 defining a
radiator are disposed at the approximate center of the upper
electrode 31, and the upper electrode 31, a pair of the side
electrodes 32, and the lower electrode 33 are arranged so as to
encircle the dielectric body 20 (see, FIGS. 5A and 5B).

That s, in order to obtain the dielectric body 20, the flexible
resin film 38 on which the metal pattern 30 is provided is
preferably attached to the upper surface of a single dielectric
layer 21 and the dielectric layer 21 is folded along lines (lines
X2) spaced apart from both ends of the dielectric layer 21 by
an approximately quarter of the length of the dielectric layer
21. As illustrated in FIGS. 5B and 5C, the dielectric body 20
preferably includes a gap 26 at the approximate center of the
lower surface thereof, both ends of the dielectric body 20
define the bonded portions 22, and surfaces that face each
other after the dielectric layer 21 has been folded preferably
define the non-bonded surfaces 23.

Except for the above-described points, the configuration
and operational effect according to the fourth preferred
embodiment are substantially the same as those according to
the first preferred embodiment. In particular, in the fourth
preferred embodiment, preferably, the lower electrode 33 is
divided into two portions by a slit 334, is capacitively coupled
to the metal body 40, and functions as a loop radiator.

Fifth Preferred Embodiment

A wireless IC device 10E according to the fifth preferred
embodiment of the present invention has a configuration
similar to that described in the fourth preferred embodiment.
The number of laminated dielectric layers in the dielectric
body 20 is preferably increased to three, for example. As
illustrated in FIG. 6A, the flexible resin film 38 on which the
metal pattern 30 is provided is preferably attached to the
upper surfaces of two laminated dielectric layers 21 arranged
at the approximate center and two dielectric layers 21
arranged at both ends. Each of the distances 24 between the
dielectric layers 21 is preferably substantially equal to the
total of thicknesses of three dielectric layers 21. In order to
obtain the dielectric body 20, the flexible resin film 38 and the
dielectric layers 21 are folded along lines (the lines X2) at the
distances 24. As illustrated in FIGS. 6C and 6D, preferably,
the dielectric body includes the gap 26 at the approximate
center of the lower surface thereof, both ends of the dielectric
body 20 define the bonded portion 22, and surfaces that face
each other after the flexible resin film 38 and the dielectric
layers 21 have been folded define the non-bonded surfaces 23.

Except for the above-described points, the configuration
and operational effect according to the fifth preferred embodi-
ment are substantially the same as those according to the first
preferred embodiment. In particular, in the fifth preferred
embodiment, preferably, the lower electrode 33 is divided
into two portions by the slit 33a, is capacitively coupled to the
metal body 40, and functions as a loop radiator. Since the
number of the non-bonded surfaces 23 is preferably relatively
large, the dielectric body 20 can be easily bent as in the third
preferred embodiment.

Sixth Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 7 illustrates a first exemplary preferred attachment of
a wireless IC device 10F according to the sixth preferred
embodiment of the present invention. The wireless IC device
10F preferably includes a protection cover 45 arranged to
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cover the dielectric body 20, the metal pattern 30, and the
wireless IC element 50. The protection cover 45 is preferably
attached to the metal body 40 with an adhesive 46 so that it
covers the wireless IC device 10F attached to the metal body
40.

When the metal body 40 is a gas cylinder, it may be left
outdoors or be handled roughly. In such a case, the protection
cover 45 effectively protects the dielectric body 20 and the
metal pattern 30 from the surrounding environment and from
shock.

Seventh Preferred Embodiment

FIG. 8 illustrates a second exemplary preferred attachment
ofawireless IC device 10G according to the seventh preferred
embodiment of the present invention. In the wireless IC
device 10G, a double-sided tape 47 is preferably arranged on
the lower surface of the protection cover 45 described in the
sixth preferred embodiment. The double-sided tape 47 is used
to attach the wireless IC device 10G to the metal body 40 and
protect the dielectric body 20 and the metal pattern 30 along
with the protection cover 45. The double-sided tape 47 may
be a film. In this case, the double-sided tape 47 is preferably
bonded to the lower surface of the protection cover 45 and the
metal body 40 with an adhesive.

Wireless IC Element

The wireless IC element 50 will be described below. Pref-
erably, the wireless IC element 50 may be defined by a wire-
less IC chip 51 arranged to process a high-frequency signal as
illustrated in FIG. 9, or may be defined by the wireless IC chip
51 and a feeding circuit board 65 including a resonance circuit
having a predetermined resonance frequency as illustrated in
FIG. 10.

The wireless IC chip 51 illustrated in FIG. 9 preferably
includes a clock circuit, a logic circuit, and a memory circuit,
and stores necessary information. Input/output terminal elec-
trodes 52 and mounting terminal electrodes 53 are preferably
disposed on the lower surface of the wireless IC chip 51. The
input/output terminal electrodes 52 are electrically connected
to the feeding portions 354 and 356 via metal bumps. The
metal bumps are preferably made of, for example, Au or
solder.

When the wireless IC element 50 is defined by the wireless
IC chip 51 and the feeding circuit board 65 as illustrated in
FIG. 10, the feeding circuit board 65 may preferably include
various feeding circuits (including a resonance/matching cir-
cuit). For example, as illustrated in an equivalent circuit dia-
gram in FIG. 11, a feeding circuit 66 including inductance
elements L1 and L2 that have different inductance values and
opposite phases and are magnetically coupled to each other
(represented by a mutual inductance M) may preferably be
used. Preferably, the feeding circuit 66 has a predetermined
resonance frequency, and performs impedance matching
between the wireless IC chip 51 and the metal pattern 30. The
wireless IC chip 51 and the feeding circuit 66 may be elec-
trically connected or be connected via an electromagnetic
field.

The feeding circuit 66 transmits a high-frequency signal of
apredetermined frequency received from the wireless IC chip
51 to the above-described antenna and supplies a received
high-frequency signal to the wireless IC chip 51 via the
antenna. Since the feeding circuit 66 has a predetermined
resonance frequency, it can easily perform impedance match-
ing and the electrical length of an impedance matching cir-
cuit, that is, the loop metal pattern 30, can be reduced.

Next, the structure of the feeding circuit board 65 will be
described. As illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, the input/output
terminal electrodes 52 of the wireless IC chip 51 are con-
nected to feeding terminal electrodes 142a and 1425 provided
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on the feeding circuit board 65 via metal bumps, and the
mounting terminal electrodes 53 of the wireless IC chip 51 are
connected to mounting terminal electrodes 143a and 1435
provided on the feeding circuit board 65 via metal bumps.

As illustrated in FIG. 12, preferably, the feeding circuit
board 65 is obtained by laminating, press-bonding, and firing
ceramic sheets 141a to 141/ each made of a dielectric or a
magnetic substance, for example. Insulating layers included
in the feeding circuit board 65 are not limited to ceramic
sheets, and may be resin sheets made of a thermosetting resin
such as liquid crystal polymer or a thermoplastic resin, for
example. On the ceramic sheet 1414 in the uppermost layer,
the feeding terminal electrodes 142a and 1425, the mounting
terminal electrodes 143a and 1435, and via-hole conductors
144a,144b, 1454, and 1456 are provided. The via-hole con-
ductors 144a and 145a are connected to each other via the
feeding terminal electrode 142a. The via-hole conductors
1445 and 14556 are connected to each other via the feeding
terminal electrode 1425. On each of the ceramic sheets 1415
to 141/ inthe second to eighth layers, a wiring electrode 146a
forming the inductance element [.1 and a wiring electrode
1465 defining the inductance element [.2 are formed and
via-hole conductors 147a,147b, 148a, and 148b are provided
as required.

By laminating the ceramic sheets 141a to 141/, preferably,
the inductance element L1 is defined by the wiring electrodes
1464 that are helically connected to each other by the via-hole
conductor 147a and the inductance element 1.2 is defined by
the wiring electrodes 1465 that are helically connected to
each other by the via-hole conductor 147b. A capacitor is
preferably defined between the wiring electrodes 146a and
1465.

An end portion 146a-1 of the wiring electrode 1464 on the
ceramic sheet 1415 is connected to the feeding terminal elec-
trode 1424 via the via-hole conductor 145a. An end portion
146a-2 of the wiring electrode 1464 on the ceramic sheet
141/ is connected to the feeding terminal electrode 1425 via
the via-hole conductors 148a and 14556. An end portion
1465-1 of the wiring electrode 1465 on the ceramic sheet
14154 is connected to the feeding terminal electrode 1425 via
the via-hole conductor 1445. An end portion 1465-2 of the
wiring electrode 1465 on the ceramic sheet 141/ is connected
to the feeding terminal electrode 142qa via the via-hole con-
ductors 1485 and 144a.

In the feeding circuit 66, since the inductance elements [.1
and L2 are preferably wound in opposite directions, magnetic
fields generated at the inductance elements [.1 and 1.2 cancel
each other out. Since the magnetic fields are cancelled, it is
necessary to extend the wiring electrodes 146a and 1465 so as
to obtain desired inductances. When the lengths of the wiring
electrodes 146a and 1465 are increased, a Q value is reduced.
As a result, the steepness of a resonance characteristic is
eliminated and a wide band is obtained around a resonance
frequency.

The inductance elements L1 and L2 are preferably
arranged at different positions on the left and right sides in a
perspective plan view of the feeding circuit board 65. The
magnetic fields generated at the inductance elements .1 and
L2 are preferably opposite in direction. As a result, when the
feeding circuit 66 is coupled to an antenna, currents in oppo-
site directions are excited at the antenna. Thus, a current can
be generated at an adjacent metal plate, and the metal plate
can operate as a radiating element (antenna) with a potential
difference produced by the generated current.

By providing a resonance/matching circuit in the feeding
circuit board 65, the resonance/matching circuit prevents a
characteristic change caused by an external product and pre-
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vents deterioration in the quality of communication. By
arranging the wireless IC chip 51 of the wireless IC element
50 at the approximate center of the feeding circuit board 65 in
the thickness direction, it is possible to prevent the wireless IC
chip 51 from being damaged or destroyed and increase the
mechanical strength of the wireless IC element 50.

A wireless IC device according to preferred embodiments
of the present invention is not limited to the above-described
wireless IC devices. Various changes can be made to a wire-
less IC device according to preferred embodiments of the
present invention without departing from the spirit and scope
of the present invention.

In particular, a dielectric body may not be substantially
rectangular parallelepiped and may be made of a thermoset-
ting resin, for example, rubber, an elastomer, or an epoxy
resin or a thermoplastic resin, for example, a polyimide.
Alternatively, the dielectric body may be made of, for
example, low-temperature co-fired ceramic (LTCC) on the
condition that the dielectric body can have necessary flexible
with non-bonded surfaces.

As described above, preferred embodiments of the present
invention are useful for a wireless IC device, and, in particu-
lar, have an advantage in their suitability to prevent the
detachment of a radiator from a body and to prevent a change
in a communication characteristic even if a wireless IC device
is attached to a curved surface.

While preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described above, it is to be understood that varia-
tions and modifications will be apparent to those skilled in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the present
invention. The scope of the present invention, therefore, is to
be determined solely by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A product comprising:

a body including a curved metal surface; and

a wireless IC device attached to the curved metal surface;

wherein the wireless IC device includes:

a dielectric body including an upper surface and a lower
surface;

a radiator provided on the dielectric body; and

awireless IC element coupled to a feeding portion of the
radiator;

the radiator is a metal pattern that is flexible;

the metal pattern extends from the upper surface of the

dielectric body to the lower surface of the dielectric
body;

the dielectric body has a laminated structure including a

plurality of dielectric layers that are flexible, and adja-
cent ones of the plurality of dielectric layers in a lami-
nation direction include non-bonded surfaces that slide
relative to one another when the dielectric body is bent;
and

the radiator is bonded to the upper surface of the dielectric

body with no gap therebetween and to the lower surface
of the dielectric body with no gap therebetween, the
radiator is not bonded to a side surface of the dielectric
body extending between the upper surface and the lower
surface, and a gap is provided between the radiator and
the side surface of the dielectric body.
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2. The product according to claim 1, wherein the radiatoris 60

arranged inside ridge portions of the dielectric body.
3. The product according to claim 1, wherein
the dielectric body is obtained by folding at least one of the
plurality of dielectric layers; and
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an inner surface obtained after the dielectric body has been

folded defines the non-bonded surface.

4. The product according to claim 1, wherein

atleast portions of surfaces of adjacent ones of the plurality

of dielectric layers in the lamination direction define the
non-bonded surfaces.

5. The product according to claim 1, wherein

the radiator extends continuously from the upper surface to

the lower surface via the side surface of the dielectric
body.

6. The product according to claim 1, wherein the radiator is
provided on a film that is flexible.

7. The product according to claim 1, further comprising a
protection member arranged to cover the dielectric body, the
radiator, and the wireless IC element.

8. The product according to claim 1, wherein the wireless
IC element is a wireless IC chip arranged to process a prede-
termined radio signal.

9. The product according to claim 8, wherein the wireless
IC element includes the wireless IC chip and a feeding circuit
board including a feeding circuit having a predetermined
resonance frequency.

10. The product according to claim 1, wherein the radiator
is provided on the dielectric body so as to extend continuously
from the upper surface to the lower surface of the dielectric
body.

11. A device product comprising:

a body including a curved metal surface; and

a wireless IC device attached to the curved metal surface;

wherein

the wireless IC device includes:

a dielectric body including an upper surface and a lower
surface;

a radiator provided on the dielectric body;

awireless IC element coupled to a feeding portion of the
radiator; and

a protection member arranged to cover the dielectric
body, the radiator, and the wireless IC element;

the radiator includes a metal pattern that is flexible;

the metal pattern extends from the upper surface of the

dielectric body to the lower surface of the dielectric
body;
the dielectric body has a laminated structure including a
plurality of dielectric layers that are flexible, and adja-
cent ones of the plurality of dielectric layers in a lami-
nation direction include non-bonded surfaces that slide
relative to one another when the dielectric body is bent;

the dielectric body is covered by the protection member, is
sealed by a film, and is attached to a surface of a metal
body via the film; and

the radiator is bonded to the upper surface of the dielectric

body with no gap therebetween and to the lower surface
of the dielectric body with no gap therebetween, the
radiator is not bonded to a side surface of the dielectric
body extending between the upper surface and the lower
surface, and a gap is provided between the radiator and
the side surface of the dielectric body.

12. The product according to claim 11, wherein the radiator
is provided on the dielectric body so as to extend continuously
from the upper surface to the lower surface of the dielectric
body.



